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ANCASTER 2010 
 
 British Car Day at Ancaster at Marritt Hall has taken on a new meaning with a new building and     
location.  The day was overcast, however there was a good showing of British cars with many makes and 
models on display on a large paved area.   
 Inside the building the flea market was well set up with a wide array of vendors serving most peoples 
needs for that elusive part.  I managed to get a service manual for our newly acquired 1961 Jaguar Mk 2, 
3.8  at a very reasonable cost.  We also picked up some  Vendors cards for future purchases.  
 All in all it was a good day, and for those who did not make it you missed a well organized show and 
flea market. 
Kim R. 
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3) An Executive Meeting to look at the Constitution 
was set for 7:00 p.m. May 19th. 
 4) The British Car Council Meeting is set for 
May 2, 2010 in Milton, Ontario. Roy objects to the cost 
of the insurance from them. Mark made a presentation 
to them last year regarding this issue but nothing 
changed. It was suggested that if Roy feels strongly he 
could also make a presentation this year. 
6. Announcements: None. 
7. Adjournment: It was moved by Mark Jones to ad-
journ the meeting at 8:15 p.m. and seconded by Brian 
Gormley. 
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Date: April 7, 2010 
Number of Members present: 11 
Location: Stokes Grill and Bar, Sarnia, ON 
1. Call to order: President, Don Fysh, called the meeting to 
order at 7:40 p.m.  
2. Reading, correction, approval and disposition of the Min-
utes of the March 10, 2010 meeting. 

The Minutes were approved as written by Mark Jones and 
seconded by Laura Rutherford. 

3. Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer, Roy Overton, reported that 
we have received another membership renewal. Expenses 
included postage and payment to the British Car Council: 
$40.00 for membership and $1.50 per member (30 members) 
= $45.00 for insurance with a $1000.00 deductible. It was 
moved to accept the report by Al Cronk and seconded by 
Kim Rutherford. 
4. Unfinished Business: 
 1) Rally: John Holmes has agreed to organize it but 
not in August. The date will be confirmed later. 
 2.) Tech Session: We are looking for a volunteer 
with a project. 
 3) Theatre: Sandra presented some information 
about the theatres in Sarnia and Petrolia. She was asked to 
check with Victoria Playhouse Petrolia as to the availability 
of seats for the Matinee of “Forever Plaid” for Saturday, 
May 29th, 2010. 
 4) RM Tour : We had a great turnout. The day was 
deemed to be very successful with a good restaurant to boot. 
Some members were disappointed with only touring the 
warehouse. They prefer to see the progress of the cars being 
restored. 
 5) Hobbyfest: Byron reported that we are registered. 
 6) Retrofest: in Chatham May 22nd. Byron asked if 
anyone else was going. 
 7) Spring Drive: Mark Jones has organized a spring 
drive to Grand Bend for May 15th. We will leave from Cana-
tara Park at 10:30 a.m. and take a leisurely, interesting drive. 
Lunch will be at the Schoolhouse Restaurant at 12:00 p.m. 
The details will be in the next Spanner and you can check the 
menu out on the restaurant’s website. 
 8) Ancaster: April 18th. Members are going indi-
vidually. 
5. New Business: 
 1) Kim feels strongly that we should call people to 
remind them of events, and since we have only 22 members 
paid up so far, there should be a call out to tardy members 
and advertisers, too. He volunteered to do that. 
 2) Roy reported that DeGroot’s Tea House now 
offers evening meals, if you have at least 12 people, at 
$12.00 to $15.00 each and they are agreeable to having 
meetings afterwards. He suggested that we have our Regular 
June meeting there. He was instructed to book that for us. 
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  …is the monthly newsletter of the BBCC. 
Articles, pictures, ideas, etc. are welcomed and are to be 
submitted by the 20th of each month for inclusion in the 
next month’s newsletter. 
Forward items to: 
Byron Warwick. 
By email at bandb@cogeco.ca 
Or by post or hand to: 
481 Tom St., PO Box 842, Corunna ON 
N0N 1G0    Phone 519 862-3527. 
David Kelley. 1085 Fairlane Ave.,  
Sarnia, ON, N7S 3J9.  Phone 519 542-7214. 
Contributing writers this month:  Kim Rutherford, 
Don Fysh,  David Kelley, Sandra Cronk, Byron War-
wick. 
Photo credits: Kim Rutherford. 
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The Importance of Staying Grounded 
 You may remember that I had the tachometer of my Lotus repaired over the winter.  The operation was a suc-
cess - almost. 
 I reconnected all of the electrical connections from the coil, the ignition switch and to ground as indicated by 
the instructions.  I reinstalled the high beam and ignition indicator lights and the instruments light in the in the proper 
spots  in the tachometer housing.  When I tested the reinstallation everything worked as it should.  I was very relieved 
since I had gone all of last year without the tachometer. 
 I drove the Lotus to our April monthly meeting - in daylight.  After the meeting I started the car and switched 
on the headlights.  Everything was still working well except that the high beam light now showed a slight flicker, even 
though the lights were dipped.  When I tried the high beams, the tachometer reading dropped to zero.  High beams off, 
tachometer back in operation.  Hmm, obviously I'm not well grounded.  In this case a minor and easily fixed problem. 
 I began to think about this idea of not being "well grounded".   In life when we are not well grounded, we are 
thinking about something else besides what we are doing or being at that moment.  A grounded person is "in the mo-
ment" - aware of their thoughts and the people around them. 
 Think about traffic.  How many people are driving around every day thinking about something else and not 
about their driving?   Probably most drivers, especially those distracted by cell phones.  This may explain many  
accidents.  People are not paying attention to what they are doing.  They are not grounded. 
 For both our cars and ourselves it is important to stay "well grounded". 
 Safe driving. 
 Don 
 

 

robert@robertmccrabb.com 
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Calendar 
Of Upcoming 

Events  

2008 
JANUARY  
 No monthly Meeting in January 
 27? Annual General Meeting;  Date And  
  location to be determined 
 
FEBRUARY 
 13 Monthly meeting—Stokes Bay 
 XX event TBA Your input requested. 

 

MAY 
 12 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 15 Spring Tour-Mark Jones—See  
 22 Retrofest Car Show-Chatham? 
JUNE 
 1-6 DriveYour British Car Week 
 4-5 Fleetwood Country CruizeIn 
 9 Monthly Meeting - DeGroots Nursery 
 12 London Classic British Car Show 
          23-27 NAMGBR Gathering-Belleville ON 
JULY  
 14 Monthly Meeting - Warwick’s 
 18 Brits in the Park- Lindsey ON 
 XX FUNKHANA—Location TBA 
 XX Movie Night at Shipka-Jeff Park 
 25 Hobbyfest Centennial Park 
AUGUST 
 7 Old Auto’s Bothwell 
 7 WAMBO—Wallaceburg 
 11 Monthly Meeting - Cronk’s 
 12 Hot August Nights-Centennial Park 
 XX  Meadowbrook Hall 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 8 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 12 Battle of the Brits - Orchard Lake
 19 Bronté British Car Show  
OCTOBER 
           3 or 9 Fall tour -  
 13 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
NOVEMBER 
 10 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 XX Tech Session? 
DECEMBER 
 5 Christmas Brunch Sarnia Golf & CC 

 SPRING LUNCH TOUR 
 
On Saturday, May 15, we have organized a spring 
run to Grand Bend, where we will be lunching at the 
Schoolhouse Restaurant (81 Crescent St.). 
www.schoolhouserestaurant.ca�
  
Please meet at Canatara Park in the parking lot 
closest to Lake Chipican.  We will be leaving the 
Park at 10:30 AM sharp, heading out of Sarnia 
by way of Lakeshore Rd.  After that who knows 
what roads we will travel.�
 �
If you are interested in joining Judy and I on this run, 
please call (862-3763) or email us prior to May 13. 

mowog73@sympatico.ca�
 �
We look forward to seeing you on the 15th. 
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SOME REMINDERS.  
1. Spring Tour May 15th (see page 5) 
2. Retrofest in Chatham May 22. Leave Corunna at 7:30 AM (See April Spanner) 
3. June meeting at DeGroot’s Tea House 6:30 or 7:00PM. Dinner and meeting 
4. London Classic Car Show June 12th at Bellamere Winery. (More in June Spanner) 



MARK JONES 

      Let’s Get Technical” 
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By  David B Kelley 

TRIUMPH DOLOMITE 
 
 The 1937 Dolomite was the last effort by Triumph to stop losing money. 
 The first Triumph-designed and built engines (masterminded by Donald Healey) went 
into production to 
power this car. 
You could have 
the 1767 cc, four-
cylinder 62 bhp  
@ 4500 rpm, or 
the 1991 cc, six-
cylinder engine. 
 These cars 
featured overhead 
valves and a 
“Crossflow” cyl-
inder head 
 Cosmetically, the cars were modern, also, featuring a stylized “waterfall” grille, which 
looked like some American car grilles. The Dolomite with it’s “Fencers Mask” grille was 
aimed at the SS Jaguar market. At £368, it cost far less then a 2 ½ litre Jaguar. 
 In 1938 an increasingly desperate Triumph expanded the Dolomite range to include 
drophead and open versions.  
 

For 1939 a very luxuri-
ous Dolomite Royal 
was introduced, but it 
failed to save Triumph, 
which declared bank-
ruptcy and all produc-
tion ceased. 

Notes about the Spanner 
 Thank you for your patience as The Editor of the Spanner recovers from a major virus attack on his 
computer. We are almost back as before, except some things are still not as they were, and we are adjusting to 
the new setup. We are looking forward to some nice articles and members pictures as we get into the driving 
season. Byron W 
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