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The Remaking of an Austin Healey 
By Kim Rutherford 

 It wasn't suppose to happen.  I was asked 
with other car club members to help clean out 
the garage of Frank Jones, a member who had 
recently passed away, and had a Healey BJ7 
which he had disasembled with intentions to 
restore.  His wife Pauline wanted to use the 
garage for their '86 Jaguar XJ6.  Work started 
and things were coming to an end and then the 
eventual question; where was it going?  One 
member only, and a good friend of Frank's, was 
prepared to store it and sell it on Frank's wife's 
behalf.   
 I casually mentioned to Laura it would be 
a good buy for us.  We had two MGBs, a '70 GT 
and a '73 Roadster at the time.  I realized long 
term their worth would never appreciate much 
more than $10,000 where as the Healey had the 
potential to be worth several times that.  The 
price of the Healey started at about $5,000 for 
the bits a few months before.  However, today 
$1,500 secured it; it had to go.  We bought the 
car as was and it was delivered to our garage and 
set up on a grate that Frank had made.  Deal done.   
 But that wasn't the end.  Pauline, Frank's wife also wanted to sell the '86 Jaguar.  Back down there and a 
test drive from Corunna to Courtright impressed us enough to buy it.  So now we hadn't just spent $1,500 but 
$11,500 for both cars.  The Cadillac Seville we had was sold with the MGB GT to a new owner in Sarnia.  He 
still has the GT, the Seville was demolished in an accident six months after it’s purchase.  The gold '73 MGB 
roadster was sold to a young couple in Owen Sound and they are still enjoying it. 
 Murray Schreder agreed to restore the car and work started in tandem with one he was currently 
rebuilding.  Work took about a year with us changing the original colour from black to silver blue.  The engine 
was rebuilt, but due to circumstances was rebuilt again 12,000 miles later at Precision Sportscar in Toronto at 
great cost but the difference was incredible.  It is what I should have done the first time around. 
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Minutes from our meeting of March14, 2007 
Members present 11 
OLD BUSINESS 
- Good turn out for Tech session at My Classic Auto 
Body 
-Stay tuned for further info on the Highland Games 
Mel Inch is coordinating this event at Hiawatha Race 
track and Slots 
-Suggested that we add the game of Bocci Ball to be 
played between matches of the Croquet match 
Minutes of Feb meeting passed By Mark Jones And 
Jean Hicks 

Treasurer’s Report  Current bank balance $322.44.  
20 members paid to date......only 2 of 5 Spanner 
advertisers paid to date. (Access to the monthly 
newsletter will be restricted to paid members only if 
we do not get our renewals. Ed.) 
NEW BUSINESS 
- Steve Plunkett Car Show discussed (details in the 
February Spanner) 
- Mail from P.E.I car show tour & Silver Wheels 
insurance plan have been received 
- Bob Munday Tech Session on Saturday April 14  
- Ancaster Flea Market Apr 15th. Submit items  
you wish to sell to Roy or David Overton as they 
will have a table 
Meeting adjourned Brian Gormley and Roy 
Overton  
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Membership is open to anyone with an interest in British  
cars. Meetings are held monthly, every 2nd Wednesday, 

at  
Stokes Bay, Sarnia Ontario, 7:30 P.M. In addition, a  

number of club events are scheduled throughout the year. 
 

2007 Club Executive 
President         Roy Overton      519 542-7652 
Vice President        Mark Jones 519 862-3763  
Treasurer          Roy Overton,   Interim 
Secretary          Jeff Park           519 845-0301 
Newsletter Editor   Byron Warwick   519 862-3527 
News Publisher       David Kelley 519 542-7214 
Events Coord.         Steve Roode 519 786-2541 
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ALL MEMBERS SEND THEIR BEST 
WISHES TO KIM RUTHERFORD 
AND NANCY ARMITAGE WHO 

ARE BOTH WAGING THEIR 
BATTLES WITH HEALTH ISSUES. 

KIM AND NANCY WOULD 
WELCOME YOUR PHONE CALLS.  
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FROM THE PRESIDENTS GARAGE 

 
 Our recent trip to RM Classic Cars was successful with a good turn-out of members. Always an 
interesting tour, where in addition to viewing the restoration of coach built vintage vehicles, many 
classic cars were also on display. Brother David had his eye on a 1910 Oldsmobile which required some 
restoration, but I thought it was a little more than we could handle this year! 
 Before we get into our driving season, another Tech session has been arranged for this month, at 
the Highline Auto Centre. See write-up for details. 
 The London Car Club has offered to host our Inter-club Croquet tournament this year and final 
date in August is to be decided. It has been suggested the we could also incorporate the game of Bocci 
ball into the tournament which would keep those active who are not involved playing Croquet. 
 Our thoughts go out to members Kim Rutherford and Nancy Armitage who are currently 
experiencing some health problems. Our very best wishes to them both. 
 Happy motoring, Roy O. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT OBSOLETE ARE NOW 
CLOSED ON SATURDAY MORNINGS  

Highline Tech Session 
 A Technical Session has been arranged at the Highline Auto Centre on Confederation  Street, 
Sarnia, for Saturday April the 14th at 10am. Bob Munday will give us a talk on the technical trends of 
the modern vehicle, the use of electronics, computers, emissions and other aspects including some truths 
and myths about warranties. 

If you plan to attend, please contact Steve 
Roode at 519 786-2541  or  email at 
 <roode @xcelco.on.ca> 
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Four Certified Import Technicians

Bob Munday
Owner / Technician

810 Confederation St.                              519 336-9913
           1 877 336-9913

Servicing all makes including MG, Jaguar, Triumph
Austin Healey, BMW, VW, Mercedes Benz.

5% discount for BBCC members

Calendar
Of Upcoming

Events

OCTOBER 
 10 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 13 Tour to Norwich ON? 
NOVEMBER  
 14 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
DECEMBER 
 8 or 15  Christmas Brunch 
  No Monthly Meeting 

 
2007 

APRIL 
 11 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 14 Highline Auto Centre Tour? 
 15 Ancaster British Car Show & Flea  
  Market See Page 6 
MAY  
   9 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 26 Retrofest in Downtown Chatham 
 26 Tour to Clio & Frankenmuth MI 
 26 to June 2 Drive your British Car Week 
JUNE 
   2 London SCC Classic Car Show 
 3 Orphan Car Show at Ypsilanti MI 
 8-10 Plunkett’s Country Cruize In 
 13 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 16 Highland Games Hiawatha Park 
     23 - 24? Overnight Tour Somewhere? 
JULY 
 11 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 XX Overnight Tour Somewhere? 
 21 BBCC Annual Rallye - Cronks 
AUGUST 
  8 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 11 Old Autos Car Show at Bothwell 
 11 MG Summer Party at Twist’s 
     18 or 25 Croquet in London  TBA 
SEPTEMBER 
   9 Battle of the Brits Freedom Heights 
 12 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 16 Bronte British Car Show 
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STORY SUBMITTED BY BILL PARK ABOUT HIS EXTENDED HIS TORY WITH BRITISH CARS 
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Continued from Page1 
 The car was painted at High Tech here in Sarnia and they found me the perfect colour of silver blue.  
Upholstery was stitched and fitted by Paul Garant at his home workshop which more than equals his workshop at 
RM Restorations.  The fit and finish of the interior was as perfect as it gets.  Paul later came up to the garage and 
fitted the convertible top which also after ten years fits without wrinkles and keeps us snug if caught in the rain.  
The car although not the original black 
with red interior is restored to original in 
every other way.  There are 40,000 
miles of happy and enjoyable motoring 
that concludes this story with thanks to 
all who made it possible.  The Healey's 
appreciation is five times that of the 
MGBs so we made the right call that day 
in 1996. 
 The Jag we bought from Pauline 
Jones has long gone, replaced by two 
more, so after ten years we still have an 
all British garage.  Car shows have 
produced a Best in Show at the London 
Classic and thirteen firsts.  Because we have to drive it and listen to that fabulous exhaust note we have many stone 
chips and marks, so it is not a show contender anymore. The Healey has given both Laura & I much pleasure and 
we hope it continues in the future.  
Kim Rutherford 


