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1957 AUSTIN HEALEY 100-6 
 DONALD HEALEY USED AN AUSTIN 2.6 LITER FOUR FROM THE 
A90 SEDAN AND DECIDED TO CREATE A SPORTS CAR.  ALREADY HE 
HAD BUILT THE NASH-HEALEY AND THE HEALEY SILVERSTONE. 
THOUGH HIS SHOP WAS SMALL, HE WAS NO NOVICE. WITH THE A90 
ENGINE ACQUIRED FROM AUSTIN COMPLETE WITH TRANSMISSION 
AND REAR AXEL.  HEALEY DESIGNED A SIMPLE BUT RUGGED LADDER 
FRAME AROUND IT AND WORKED IN THE AUSTIN FRONT SUSPENSION. 
AND THEN HE DESIGNED ONE OF THE TIDIEST AND PRETTIEST SPORTS 
CAR BODIES EVER TO PUT OVER ALL THE BORROWED PARTS, AND 
CHRISTENED THE PACKAGE THE HEALEY HUNDRED 
 THE CAR WENT TO JABBEKE, THE BELGIAN HIGHWAY AND 
COVERED A FLYING KILOMETER AT 111 MPH. THE CAR WAS THEN 
SHOWN AT EARLS COURT WHERE IT STOLE THE SHOW AND THE HEART 
OF SIR LEONARD LORD, THE GRAND OLD MAN OF AUSTIN., FOLLOWING 
A MEETING WITH LORD, A TWENTY-YEAR CONTRACT WITH HEALEY 
FOR THE USE OF HIS NAME, WITH HEALEY CALLING THE SHOTS ABOUT 
THE CAR AND RECEIVING A ROYALTY ON EACH ONE BUILT. 
 THE AUSTIN-HEALEY 100 BROUGHT MORE PERFORMANCE THAN 
THE MG, WITH A TOP SPEED OF 102 MPH, AND WHEN THE ENGINE WAS 
REPLACED WITH 110 BHP BN2, FOUR, FOR THE 100M, IT TOPPED OUT AT 
125 MPH.  THE ALL-ALUMINUM PRODUCTION RACER 100S IN 1955 
REACHED 125 MPH. 
 IN 1956 THE 100-6 ARRIVED WITH BMC’S  ‘C” SERIES SIX.  THE 
WHEELBASE WAS EXTENDED TWO INCHES TO OFFER A CHOICE OF 
TWO AND FOUR SEATER VERSIONS. 
 SPECIFICATIONS:  SIX-CYLINDER IN-LINE OHV ENGINE  2639 CC., 
102 BHP AT 4600 RPM. 
 WHEELBASE;  92 INCHES,  LENGTH  157.5 INCHES,  HEIGHT  49 
INCHES.  WEIGHT  2436 POUNDS. 
 YEARS MADE;  1956-59  {14,436  PRODUCED} 
 NOTE:  WIRE WHEELS AND OVERDRIVE ARE DESIRABLE EXTRAS. 
AVOID EARLY {1956-7} BN4 CARS, WITH 120 BHP ENGINES.  IT WAS 
SLOWER AND LESS ACCELERATIVE THAN THE FOURS.  FROM LATE ‘57 
THERE WAS A SIX-PORT HEAD AND MORE POWER, BUT THE BN6 
DESIGNATION MEANS TWO SEATS WITHOUT THE IMPROVED POWER 
UNIT. ; 
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Spring Checkup 
(From Flying Circus, Durham, NC) 

 
This checklist is intended to guide the British Motor Car owner through a through pre-season safety 
inspection and preparation to help ensure an enjoyable British Motor Car cruising season. 
· Check dampers by pushing down on wings (2 to 4 rebounds OK) check ride height for sagging springs 
· Jack up car level on four jack stands 
· Inspect wheels for trueness, damaged lips, bent or broken spokes, inspect tyres for wear, damage, 
foreign matter in treads, sidewall fatigue, dry rot.  
REMOVE REAR WHEELS 
· Drain differential and gearbox; drain overdrive unit, clean filter (if so equipped); replace drain plugs 
(consider a magnetic plug for safety)  
· Remove rear brake drums  
· Inspect wheel cylinders for leaks, piston movement, condition of rubber seals, condition of hold down 
springs and levers  
· Sand brake drums and shoes lightly, lubricate brake adjusters, lubricate hand brake cable, (don’t 
leave parking brake on during winter storage) 
· Replace rear brake drums, adjust rear brake shoes.  
· Fill differential  

· Inspect U-Joints, U-Joint alignment, U-Joint retaining nuts, grease the U-Joints 
· Inspect rear dampers for leaks, arm movement. Inspect shock links, shackle bolts, brake hoses, spray penetrating oil on leaf springs. Tighten rear 

anti-sway bar (if so equipped)  
· Inspect petrol tank for seam corrosion and leaks; inspect fuel pump and sending unit for leaks; inspect fuel lines for damage and leaks  
· Inspect rear silencer and hangers for corrosion, holes, damage  
· Fill gearbox; (oil type could be 20/50, 90w or ATF)  
· Inspect front wheels for trueness, damaged lips, bent or broken spokes; inspect front tyres for wear, damage, foreign matter in treads, sidewall 

fatigue, dry rot  
· Inspect kingpins, tie rod ends, A-arm bushings, top damper bushings,  
REMOVE FRONT WHEELS 
· With the engine warm, drain the sump, replace sump drain plug  
· Inspect wishbone arms, wishbone arm pivot bushes, coil springs  
· Inspect front exhaust for corrosion, holes, damage, and leaking sealing rings, inspect hangers, inspect catalytic converter (if so equipped)  
· Lubricate front suspension  
· Top off front dampers if necessary (use 20 Grade motorcycle fork oil) 
· Remove engine oil filter, replace filter element and gasket (early cars) or replace entire filter cartridge and gasket; tighten filter head  
· Fill engine sump  
· Inspect front brake flexible hoses  
WITH THE HELP OF AN ASSISTANT 
· Remove front brake pads (one side at a time) and exercise brake calipers (use a stop to keep piston from coming out too far); with both pads 

removed, inspect front wheel hub float  
· Grease outer wheel bearings  
· Bleed rear brakes; bleed front brakes; bleed clutch; top off brake and clutch master cylinders; change fluid every 2 years with Castrol LMA or 

Lockheed brake fluid 
· Exercise and adjust hand brake  
· Inspect gaiters (rack and pinion), lubricate rack and pinion  
· Tighten rack clamping bolts; inspect and tighten (if necessary) steering U joint  
· Exercise and lubricate bonnet cable  
· Top off carburetor dash pot(s) with 20w oil  
· Lubricate wheel retaining lugs or splines  
REPLACE WHEELS AND SET CAR ON THE GROUND 
· Inspect and tighten fan/dynamo belt; inspect all hoses; inspect and tighten all hose clamps; pressure check radiator cap; verify coolant mixture 

quality  
· Inspect and replace air filter elements; inspect air pump air cleaner (if so equipped) inspect PCV valve and hoses; inspect and replace fuel filter  
· Fill washer solvent bottle (not just plain water)  
· Oil electric cooling fan (if equipped with item that can be lubricated)  
· Inspect and clean wiper blades; inspect and adjust wiper park position  
· Inspect and clear windshield washer jets; adjust jet aiming  
· Inspect all lights, inspect operation of horn  
· Lubricate seat rails, door strikers, bonnet slide, boot slide, jack, tighten latches  
· Inspect driver and passenger seat diaphragms  
· Inspect seat belt anchorage bolts; inspect seat belt webbing for sun rot and tears, inspect seat belts for proper operation  
· Inspect condition and inflation of spare tyre  
· Inspect and correct tyre inflation of road wheels  
· Inspect battery, battery clamps, and battery cables  
· Top up rear dampers  
· Tighten rearview mirror, sun visors, gear lever knob; inspect and tighten window cranks, inspect and lubricate vent window locks, clean and 

lubricate (with W040) multi-section radio antenna mast  
· Inspect dash switch gear for loose/malfunctioning items; inspect gear lever gaiter for deterioration; inspect pedals for loose or worn rubbers  
 

Mark Jones 
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Some scenes from our tour to RM 
Classic Cars in Chatham on 
March 24th.  Sixteen  members 
enjoyed the tour, and our tour guide 
Chris was very informative and 
knowledgeable about te cars and the 
operations of this World Class 
business.  
Owner Rob Myers started this 
business 23 years ago in a small 
body shop in Chatham Ontario. 
They have won “Best of Show” at 
Pebble beach, in several of the most 
recent years. Their restorations now 
are exclusively on the old 
style“Coach-Built”, cars, such as 
Duesenberg, Cadillac, Mercedes-
Benz, Horsch, and Isotta-Fraschini.  
Ed. 

Inside the restoration shop 

1910 Oldsmobile Unrestored current value 

Part of our group with tour guide 

Old and new vintage tin 

PLEASE DON’T DELAY SENDING IN YOUR ANNUAL RENEWAL 
DUES. FILL OUT THE APPLICATION ON THE WEBSITE AND 

SEND TO THE ADDRESS ON THE FRONT PAGE OF YOUR  
SPANNER 
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Bluewater British Car Club member, Mayor Alan 
Cutcher and Pauline present themselves in proper 
attire for the celebration of Port Huron Michigan’s 

Sesquicentenial  

THANKS TO DAVID KELLEY FOR THE MANY PICTURES 
FROM HIS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF AUTOMOBILIA 



����������	� � � � � � � � 
�	��
������ � ���

P
H

O
T

O
 F

R
O

M
 “

IN
S

ID
E

 1
00

 G
R

E
A

T
 C

A
R

S
” 

 B
Y

 D
A

V
ID

 H
O

D
G

E
S

 



����������	� � � � � � � � 
�	��
������ � ���

Paste this page to a sheet of cardboard and make your own Big Healey 
Thanks to Kim Rutherford 


