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1958 AUSTIN-HEALEY SPRITE |

The Austin-Healey Sprite was designed by a committkich included a few people at
BMC in Abingdon, Donald Healey and his son in WadwiThe reason for the Sprite’s production
was the use of off-the-shelf parts and the carahated from these compromises was a winner.

BMC's reason for the SPRITE was to give the spoatr driver with less than $2,000 to
spend something to buy again. Both the MGA andMHETIN-HEALEY 100-6 had by now
escalated BMC out of the Midget price market. BM@W there was money to be made there,
provided the car could be made cheaply enough.

The SPRITE borrowed most of its chassis piecan tte current Austin A35 sedan, to
which were added quarter-elliptic springs at thee revhich was a leaf from the old Austin Seven
book. Under the hood was BMC'’s 948 cc, A-type Orf which put out 34 BHP in Austin or
Morris sedans, but with two S.U. carburetors armdesd.L.C. would give out 43 BHP in the
Sprite.

One of the further concessions to economy resultede of the Sprite’s most enduring
features. Hidden headlights had been planned lud et be afforded, so the Sprite’s lights
perched defiantly and bolt up-right on the hoodicllgave the car a bug-like or frog-like
demeanor.

The Sprite’s class victories included Le Mans #r@Nurburgring, one-two-three at
Sebring in 1959, and countless SCCA productiomisve

SPECIFICATIONS: Four-cylinder in-line OHV engir#8 cc & 48 BHP at 5000 RPM.

Four speed synchronized transmission, indeperid@ritsuspension with wishbones, coll
springs and shock absorbers; quarter ellipticdpaihgs with shock absorbers and radius rods in
the rear. Four-wheel hydraulic brakes. overall ten@37.2 inches, Weight; 1500 pounds.

Production: 1958-1961, 38,999 units.

1960 ELVA COURIER

Frank Nicholas named his car ELVA (the Anglicizgeing for the French phrase
meaning “she goes”.)

Nicholas began in 1954; he first started buildiaging specials, initially in Hastings, then
in Bexhill, Sussex. The road-ready Courier arrired958 as an export-only production model,
two years later being made available on the honméehand as a kit car as well.

ELVA provided other models, but the COURIER was tiot one. Its victories were many
on both sides of the Atlantic. Impressive wins ati§ehampton, Lime Rock and Elkhart Lake
and other wins led to COURIER’S capture of natidd@ICA class championship in 1960-196l.

The COURIER'’S engine was a 1622 cc. MGA four, arathy of its parts were BMC
based . A 1.5 litre Riley had been used earlier.

The frame was a simple tubular ladder, with indeleait suspension up front, live axel
located by trailing arns and a Panhard rod.

The COURIER’S body was fiberglass and very lowmidget-like less-then-four-feet
from the ground.

The car did 0 to 60 in 8 seconds, and up to 1MR#. The US peice was $2795.00

Alas, financial crisis arrived in 1961, and FraYikholas’ operation shiffed to Trojan
Works in Surrey, where production continued at acgpace into mid-sixties. Elva again moved
to Ken Shepard Customised Sports Cars Ltd. in 8geiihe end came in 1969.

SPECIFICATIONS; Four cyclinder, in-line engine2P6cc 90 BHP at 5500 RPM.
Four-speed synchronized transmission. Wheelbasect@s, Overall length 149.5 inches,Overall
Height; 44.5 inches. Weight; 1400 pounds (1680 dsuor the Coupe)

Production; 1958-61 400 units.
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o AN MG ADVENTURE UNFOLDS DAILY

%@;Z What an opportunity we have right before our epgsartake in a driving experience of a lifetime.
%@? Our BBCC memberéllen and Florrie Bachelder are currently driving their MGBGT across the USdarh
their home in Harbor Beach Michigan to the MG 2@@5eting in Sonoma CA. That is not all; they them a
%@? heading to Whistler B.C., for the meeting of MGAsd their GT32, before their return to Michigantogjether,
§§§ they plan to drive about 8000 miles in their ainditioned BGT.
We are late reporting this, but you can catchha&ladventure by way of the Internet. Maybe somyoaf
%@? who are not currently involved with the ‘Confuseray want to reconsider, and get on the wirelessdwpiNone
i@? of your jaded answers DBK).
%@? Log on to www.mgcars.org.uk/members/login.html
Register on the site, then go to the BBS on thesldé, then MGB General, then Allen BachelderaAlhas been
posting all the pleasures and the pains of dritiisgdelightful MGB GT. Along the way, other membefghe
%@? world of MG’s and other British cars are encourgdimem and offering advice, which Allen may or nmay use.
The site has many stories and pictures of thearads/iews along the way.
Allen and Florrie will return home August 4-5, libe postings will stay up for some time.
Hope you enjoy the journey as much as | have. Ed.
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NEW CAR IDENTITY SIGNS
These attractive signs were designed by Mel
Inch and can be used to show the make and
car ownership, for use at car shows or club

related events.

They are laminated on card stock and will
not get wet were our LBCs get caughtin a
rainshower, or damaged being carried in the

trunk or under a window compartment or
seat.
Mel provided the placards to those who
attended the recent Seniors Show and Ride
They are available from Mel for the
breakeven cost of $2.50
email Mel with your car details at
mel-inch@ebtech.net
Phone 519 337-8417
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HOBBYFEST 2007

Once again a number of the members joined
together to promote our cars and our club to the loals
and tourists in Sarnia’s Centenial Park, This is tte
annual gathering of hobbiests, sponsored by the
Comunity Services department of the City of SarniaWe
did pick up one new member who has joined our BBC
Club. The Union Flag displayed on the TF attractedhe
attention of a local newspaper reporter who used th
picture to highlight his story of the event. Ed.









Overnight Tour to Kincardine

Saturday morning, June 23, saw of group of six cars and 12 members assemble at Reece's Corners for a back
road drive to Kincardine. A seventh car joined us for a drive to our lunch stop.

Our first stop was in St Marys for site-seeing, shopping, and lunch. Several days earlier | had phoned The
Creamery restaurant and made reservations for 12 people. When we arrived they had no reservation for Mark Jones at
noon, they did however have a reservation later in the day for a wedding reception for a Mark Jones. Turns out our
reservation got cancelled, thinking that the second one was for the same person.

From St Marys we had planned to travel along the North Thames River to Fullarton, but it turned into a dirt road.
Oh well, that wouldn’t be the first time we had to make a u-turn.

The first part of the afternoon was spent heading north, through the communities of Fullarton, Seaforth, Winthrop,
Londonsborough, Wingham, Paisley, and Southampton. In Southampton we started our drive along the shore of Lake
Huron, with a stop to take pictures of the Chantry Island Lighthouse.

The Chantry Island Imperial Tower Lighthouse was first lit on April 1, 1859, and is one of the six Imperial towers
built in this region, a style rarely seen elsewhere in Canada. Chantry Island is a Canadian wildlife migratory bird
sanctuary.

We had to turn inland at Port Elgin, where we stopped for some cold drinks. Unfortunately | drove right by the only
ice cream store in town.

The next wrong turn made (even with my route maps) was onto the first Concession 4 road we came to (the
Concession 4 road we wanted was a further 16 km down hwy 21). A couple U-turns later, and a slight change in route due
to the time of day, we were once again driving along the shore into Kincardine and to the Maple Leaf Inn for the night. As
we pulled into the Inn’s driveway we were short a car, | figured the TF must be having problems. Turns out the TF's driver
was having problems passing The Beer Store. Moments later the Spitfire and co-pilot roared after the TF as well, just
making sure the TF was okay of course.

The Inn was conveniently situated only a 10 minute walk from Kincardine’s Queen Street and a number of good
restaurants. Every Saturday night in the summer, for the past 99 years, the Kincardine Pipe Band marches up Queen St,
stops for a pint, and back down before putting on an evening concert at Victoria Park. Twice the restaurant emptied of
people, out to watch the pipe band march by, along with many other people joining in behind the band. The rest of the
evening was spent socializing back at the Inn over a few barley pops.

Sunday morning we met up with six cars and members of the Kincardine Area British Car Club at Station Beach
for a group drive to Bayfield. The Kincardine Club lead us on a scenic shoreline drive off the main highwayto Point Clark
Lighthouse National Historic Site for a group photo. The Point Clark Lighthouse is another Imperial tower and was built
between 1855 and 1859 to warns sailors of the shoal, about 3 km offshore. The 80 ft tower is topped by a 12-sided
lantern framed in cast iron, with a dome roof.

From Point Clark we headed inland through some beautiful rolling farmland to Bayfield and The Albion Hotel for
lunch. We had reserved the front porch for our group, and the Hotel's Owner, a classic car enthusiast himself, set aside
the parking area in front of the Hotel for our 12-car group.

After lunch the group went their own ways. Some stayed and shopped for a bit before heading for home.

Thanks to everyone that came along. Overall | think it was a fun trip. A number of people said that they enjoyed
themselves, so maybe I'll try it again next year. I've been told that we didn’t break the U-turn record, so my planning must
have been pretty good. Thanks Mark Jones, and to Judy for the photos shown in last months Spanner

These pictures show the joint Bluewater and Kincare British Cars Clubg
on a stop over at beautiful Point Clark on the slesr of Lake Hupn.







