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IT IS WORTH 
THE TRIP TO 

CLIO 
WELL FELLOW MEMBERS 

OF THE BLUEWATER 
BRITISH CAR CLUB, I 

CONSIDER MYSELF,FIRST 
AN OLD CAR NUT.  I NEVER 

LOSE MY LOVE FOR MY 
BRITISH MG, BUT I WOULD 
KICK MYSELF IN THE A** 
IF I DID NOT GO TO SEE 

THE COLLECTION OF CARS 
IN CLIO MICHIGAN.  

 THIS SPRING CRANK-
UP TOUR WAS ORGANIZED BY AL AND SANDRA CRONK TO SEE  THE FINE WORK THAT IS 

DONE BY DENNY NEWMAN IN HIS ONE OR TWO MAN SHOP FOR  CARS OF THE AUGHTS 
AND TEEN YEARS.  YES THE CARS WE SAW ON SATURDAY WERE ALL AMERICAN CARS, 
BUT WE DON’T GET MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO SEE UP CLOSE  THE THINGS THAT ARE 

GOING ON IN A QUALITY RESTORATION SHOP.  NOT ONLY T HAT BUT DENNY HAS SUCH 
A VAST KNOWLEDGE OF SO 

MANY FACETS OF THE HOBBY 
WE ALL LOVE. 

SHOWN ABOVE ARE 2 OUT OF 
BREATH ENTHUSIASTS WHO 

HAVE JUST FINSHED A RACE ON 
M-83 TOWARD  

FRANKENMUTH MICHIGAN IN 
DENNY’S MIXED 1920’S FORD 

SPEEDSTER. 
 

Continued on page 9 

 

June, 2007 

SANDRA ADMIRES THE 1910 BUICK THAT WAS IN 
WITH A BROKEN CRANKSHAFT FOR REPLACEMENT 
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Minutes from our meeting of May 9, 2007 
Members Present 10 
 
Old Business 
Good turn out for Highline Tech session 
Croquet match is not at Fanshawe Park, but at a 
cottage near the Park, details next  month. 
 
Minutes accepted, by Mel Inch 2nd by Steve Roode 
 
Treasurers Report 
Bank Balance $466.55 
Members Paid to date 33 
Report accepted by Al Park, 2nd by  Mark Jones 
 
New Business 
A questionnaire for member turn out to up coming, 
and post events should be developed. 
 
Mel Inch would like to have a count of club 
members wishing to show their cars at the upcoming 
Celtic Games. He needs to know by the 11 or 12 of 
June. Two free passes per car will be given to club 
members in the event. The show runs from 8:00 am 
to 4:00pm 
 
Mark Jones preparing for the overnight car trip, 
suggestions welcome. See write-up this issue. 
 
Mel inch suggested taking our cars to senior 
homesDates and details will be announced. 
 
Meeting closed, Mel Inch Jeff Park 
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Membership is open to anyone with an interest in British  
cars. Meetings are held monthly, every 2nd Wednesday, at  

Stokes Bay, Sarnia Ontario, 7:30 P.M. In addition, a  
number of club events are scheduled throughout the year. 
 

2007 Club Executive 
President  Roy Overton  519 542-7652 
Vice President  Mark Jones 519 862-3763  
Treasurer   Roy Overton Interim 
Secretary    Jeff Park 519 845-0301 
Newsletter Editor Byron Warwick  519 862-3527 
News Publisher David Kelley 519 542-7214 
Events Coord.   Steve Roode 519 786-2541 
Webmaster   Mark Jones 519 862-3763 
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FROM THE PRESIDENTS GARAGE 
 

I hope the members who made the trip to Clio and Frankenmuth had an enjoyable day. Unfortunately 
I was unable to attend but I do want to make the trip to London for the Classic.  I also trust that as 
many members as possible will be able to support the club display at the Celtic games at Hiawatha 

Park on June the 16th. 
 

      I am still spending more time in the garage than on the road! However, the ‘63 “B” is finally, after 
a few more challenges, licenced and road worthy. We found the trouble with the clutch, but it’s almost 
too embarrassing to tell! The “idiot” who removed the clutch withdraw lever, to replace the seals, put 

the thing on backwards. No wonder we didn’t have a clutch! Maybe I can start blaming old age!! 
 

      David and I then spent over an hour bleeding the clutch hydraulic system. I have never had 
problems before, but apparently air is frequently trapped in the ¼ inch O.D. line and there is only a 
3/8 inch of lever movement. We got some reassurance from Jeff at Obsolete, who said he had once 

spent 4 hours removing air!! 
 

      Enjoy your summer motoring 
Roy O 

PLEASE NOTE THAT OBSOLETE ARE NOW 
CLOSED ON SATURDAY MORNINGS  

NEW ADDRESS -  
 

DAVID AND MARY OVERTON 
3798 Turnberry Lane  

Camlachie ON     N0N 1E0 
519 899-3798 
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Four Certified Import Technicians

Bob Munday
Owner / Technician

810 Confederation St.                              519 336-9913
           1 877 336-9913

Servicing all makes including MG, Jaguar, Triumph
Austin Healey, BMW, VW, Mercedes Benz.

5% discount for BBCC members

JUNE 
   2 London SCC Classic Car Show 
 8-10 Plunkett’s Country Cruize In 
 13 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 16 Celtic Games Hiawatha Racetrack  
  See Page 6 
 23 Orphan Car Show at Ypsilanti MI 
        23 - 24 Overnight Tour to Kincardine  
  See Page 9. 
JULY 
 11 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 21 BBCC Annual Rallye - Cronks 
 22 BBCC Show and Ride at the St Clair  
  Seniors Residence 
AUGUST 
   8 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 11 Old Autos Car Show at Bothwell 
 11 MG Summer Party at Twist’s 
 XX BBCC Show and Ride Event TBA 
     18 or 25 Croquet in London   
SEPTEMBER 
   9 Battle of the Brits Freedom Heights 
 12 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 16 Bronte British Car Show 
OCTOBER 
 10 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay
 XX Tour to Norwich ON? 
NOVEMBER 
 14 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 XX TBA 
DECEMBER 
 9? Christmas Brunch 

Calendar
Of Upcoming

Events

BBCC SHOW AND RIDE EVENTS 
WE ARE ASKING OUR MEMBERS TO BRING 

THEIR CARS OUT TO TWO SENIORS 
RESIDENCES. THE FIRST IS JULY 22 AT THE 

RESIDENCE ON THE ST CLAIR.  
THAT SUNDAY MORNING WE WILL MEET 

FOR BREAKFAST AT A LOCAL RESAURANT, 
THEN PROCEED TO SHOW THE RESIDENTS  

OUR CARS WE WILL BE GIVEN THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE THEM A SHORT 
RIDE IF YOU CHOOSE AND TELL THEM 

ABOUT OUR CARS  
COFFEE AND DONUTS WILL BE PROVIDED 

BY THE STAFF.   ENDS AT NOON. 
Please let Mel Inch know if you can be counted on to 

give something back to the community 
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MGB/GT ON AN OLD COUNTRY LANE 
Photo by Mark Jones 

THE FOLLOWING IS FROM A JAGUAR 
WEBSITE THAT JOHN HOLMES USES 

Guys, I like the idea of rolling on the filler primer ...and 
I plan to try it when the warmer weather arrives!! 
Regards, JHolmes [E-Type]  

From Robert Moore [robertmoore@Comcast.net] 
I know that we are all looking for ways to ''reposition'' 
those restoration dollars, pounds, yen, etc. This article 
comes from a professional body shop site. You need to 
read the whole link, but here's a teaser: 
 
TECHNICAL FEATURE   Roll With It Baby  
 
Save labor time, use less product and get buildup with 
fewer coats. Sound good? Even if you use roll-on 
primer on only one car per day, you'll still save roughly 
$3,000 a year. by Mark Clark 
 
http://www.bodyshopbusiness.com/bb/bb70556.htm 
 
Hot day-um, Bobby! PERFECT for my teeny tiny shop, 
chock fulla stuff that I *really* don't want overspray 
on, not to mention a much sag-free priming experience! 
I wasn't even AWARE of roll-on primers! 
Tanks! 
 The one and only time I ever totally (removed 
the skim coat and re-skim coated with filler ) prepped a 
car for paint, I did as the body shop suggested. I 
painted many layers of sanding primer, then sprayed on 
a guide coat; sanded most of the primer off, recoated 
with half a dozen coats, guide coat etc. It seems like I 
bought a few GALLONS of primer before it was over. 
There was a thick coating of sanded off primer all over 
the place! 
About that time I read in Practical Classics about a gent 
in the UK restoring a car, and he was brushing the 
sanding primer on, and using a guide coat also. I 
thought at the time if I was ever crazy enough to paint 
another car, that is what I would do. It just makes all 
kinds of sense to me. 
 
Best, Mike Moore 
 



 
 
 
 

Celtic Games 
June 16,2007 

Hiawatha Horsepark & Casino  
 
 Members are invited to display their cars at this “all new” revamped event (formally The 
Highland Games) on Saturday June 16,2007.  
 Plan on arriving at Hiawatha at 8:30 A.M. A designated area has been allocated for the 
Bluewater British Sports Car Club. It is just to the right as you enter the Park.  
 A barbeque  will be held at Mel & Lindi Inch’s home @ 127 Michigan Ave, Point Edward 
(next to Rona Hardware) Please bring your 1/lawn chairs, 2/a beverage of choice and 3/a side 
dish (these may be dropped off earlier if it’s more convenient) 
 It is important that you let Mel know if you will be attending on or before June 9 th as free 
passes for the Celtic Games are being arranged also it would help in the ordering of the hot 
dogs & hamburgers for the barbeque afterwards. 
 Let’s make this a fun day! (Don’t forget there is a casino at Hiawatha) For those that don’t 
wish to stand around all day I’m sure Lindi could use a little help anytime after 1 P.M. @ 127 
Michigan Ave. in preparation for the barbeque. 
 Details of the Celtic games are available @ www.sarniahighlandgames.com 
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JUNE EVENTS 
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A review of some of the cars 
David and Phillipe saw on 
theirrecent trip to France. 
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Cooling System Design Consideration  
excerpt from an article by Curtis Jacobson –British V8 Newsletter, August, 2006  
 
 The components we think of collectively as "the cooling system" are responsible for regulating engine 
temperature within a prescribed range (i.e. 185 to 205 °F). Besides simply cooling, this system must h elp the engine 
come up to temperature quickly and evenly. Especially in cool weather, it's important the cooling system not over-perform 
because cold engines wear rapidly, pollute more, achieve inferior fuel economy, and typically produce less power. 
Perhaps more people are familiar with the other performance extreme. Under-performing systems are prone to 
catastrophic failures such as burst hoses and warped metal under angry storm clouds of superheated steam. Engines 
that run cool cause uncomfortable passengers in cool weather, whereas engines that run hot cause discomfort on warm 
days. But for maximum performance (particularly on carburetted engines) achieving a very consistent operating 
temperature is extremely helpful for fine tuning overall engine performance. 
 Air Flow  
 Air moving through the engine compartment, but not through the radiator, provides very inefficient cooling. To 
ensure all incoming air goes through the radiator, recirculation shields around the radiator are called for. They don't have 
to be totally air-tight, but every bit of air that slips around the radiator is lost-potential.  By the same reasoning, it's an 
excellent idea to place a shroud and/or "fan ring" around cooling fans. An engine cooling fan's purpose is to move a 
current of air, not to simply "stir up" the air. Unlike paint being stirred in a can, the air moving past a cooling fan should 
come past the blades only exactly once. 
 Engine driven fans waste power and fuel by spinning when not needed, when the engine is below temperature 
and also at speed when ram-air makes them redundant. "Flex" fans are designed to address the later issue by moving 
proportionally less air per revolution at high RPM. Clutch devices for engine-driven fans are uncommon on sports cars. 
 Pragmatic suggestion: Japanese carmakers typically fit wonderfully-engineered electric fans on their vehicles. 
They run quietly and move a lot of air for their size. Often, Japanese carmakers install a second, smaller fan on air-
conditioning condensers. If you need small fans for your application, you should consider checking the Japanese section 
of your local junkyard. These fans are so reliable and long lasting, there's not much demand for them and junkyards sell 
them at very low prices. The only downside is that you'll probably have to fabricate your own bracket. When selecting an 
electric fan, you should note that the fan blades are often directional by virtue of blade shape. If your application blows air 
in the opposite direction, the fan will be less productive. Irregular blade spacing is another interesting and typical feature; 
it's used to make the fan run quieter. 
 The CFM ratings on aftermarket fans should be read with great scepticism. If you can, buy and try several fans. 
Return the ones you don't like. 
 Electrical fans require a fair amount of electric current. Make sure wiring to the fans is of sufficient gauge (i.e. 
cross-sectional area) and consider switching the fans on and off with a relay because relays are designed to handle more 
current than typical toggle or thermostatic switches. Any voltage drop that occurs because of resistance in your wiring or 
switches will reduce fan motor speed. Finally, remember to observe polarity. The fan won't work so great if it's spinning 
backwards! 
 Heat Transfer  
 Copper is a slightly more efficient material for radiator cores than aluminum, although the difference is less than 
many people think. Many people also report that copper-and-brass radiators last longer before cracking/leaking. There 
are, however, many design parameters at play (e.g. tube size and wall-thickness, variation in solder, etc.).  Copper and 
brass radiators are certainly much easier to modify or repair than aluminum (because soldering is much easier than TIG 
welding.).  Aluminum is lighter weight than copper or brass. Due to location, extra pounds of radiator (and coolant) will 
affect the car's weight bias more than extra pounds of engine. 
 Radiator shops like to paint radiators black. They shouldn't. Paint reduces the efficiency of radiator cores. 
(Typically aluminum radiators are anodized, instead of painted, which is a good thing.) If you do paint your radiator, apply 
as thin a coat of paint as you can. Color choice won't noticeably affect performance. (If you have an optical pyrometer this 
is easy enough to prove to yourself). 
 Make sure your engine thermostat opens fully. (You can test it by putting it in a sauce pan of water on your 
kitchen stove.) If you have a candy thermometer you can verify that it opens at the rated temperature. 
 Use high quality coolant, mixed 50/50 with water. High quality coolant already contains a generous cocktail of 
"water wetters" and corrosion inhibitors, so additional additives aren't recommended. Propylene glycol is better for the 
environment than ethylene glycol, and you should use it. (Besides being something you don't want in your local 
groundwater, ethylene glycol apparently tastes good to animals. It causes kidney failure and painful death. Propylene 
glycol is relatively inert. It's an ingredient in many foods, including Cool Whip.) Neither kind should go down your drain; 
take used coolant to a recycling center. Don't mix the two kinds because they have two different specific gravities, so you 
won't be able to reliably verify coolant concentration by measuring specific gravity. As for the water itself, distilled water is 
generally recommended over tap water to further prevent ionization that could result in corrosion and pitting of aluminum 
components.�
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 Where was I, I’m still out of breathe.  
 Denny Newman runs a restoration shop as well as a repair facility in Clio (as in Iowa) Michigan. The shop is just east of M-15, 
north of Flint and south of Frankenmuth. He also runs a Ford Model T & A parts business but it has much less of a priority than the 
shop. Just inside the door sits a beautiful Brass Front Ford T Tourer. However it is missing most of the front suspension. As an asside 
many of Denny’s customers are folks who DRIVE their old cars, and accidents do happen. It seems this car while on a tour lost its 
steering and ended in a small ditch. fortunately it suffered only mechanical damage to the axle and A-arms,and a colasped wheel. Beside 
it is a 1913 Chalmers undergoing restoration. Jean Hicks is dwarfed by a Stevens-Duryea of 1913 vintage. Because this is a driving car 
it is augmented with an alternator Jaguar distributor, (Hey that’s British), and a 350 Chevy starter. All buttoned up you could not tell, 
and it sounded powerful and durable. There were several other Ford T’s  
in various stages of assembly. Lots of engines were seen in the several buildings and many fenders and running boards hanging on the 
walls. Back to the Ford Speedster; it is made from mostly early 20’s parts including the Fronty Ford engine. This a Frontenac overhead 

valve conversion, many of 
which were raced in that 
era, and built by Billy 
Durant after he was 
pushed out of GM. It was 
coupled to a modified ‘27 
differential, no shocks and 
streamlined wheel covers 
installed. Al clocked 
Denny on M-15 running 
at 53 MPH. he has run it 
at 70 MPH, and admitted 
it was scary. It is 
licensced for the road, but 

probably would not be legal in Ontario.  Lunch followed in Frankenmuth at Zenders and a return home. By the way there was only a 4 
car line-up on the bridge, going over and ZERO line up, on the way back into Canada.  
THANKS AL AND SANDRA CRONK. 

IT IS WORTH THE TRIP TO CLIO. Continued from page 1 

Upcoming BBCC Overnight Tour 
 On Saturday and Sunday, June 23 and 24, and over night tour to Kincardine 
has been organized.  To date three couples are planning to enjoy a scenic drive 
through Perth, Huron, and Bruce Counties and along the shore of Lake Huron as we 
make our way to Kincardine for the night. 
 If you would like to join the group for this overnight trip to Kincardine, 
please call me at 519-862-3763.  As of May 30, I have a couple extra rooms booked 
at the Maple Leaf Inn ($89+tx) but I plan to let them go by June 15. 
 Saturday morning we’ll be leaving at 9 am from Global Donuts on London 
Line for St. Marys.  In St Marys we’ll take time for some shopping, site-seeing, and 
lunch. 
 After lunch we’ll take to the back roads and make our way to Wingham 
where we’ll take a short break to stretch our legs and gas up if necessary. 
 From Wingham we’ll follow some of the scenic routes of Bruce County to 
Southampton, where hopefully we’ll catch a view of the Chantry Light lighthouse.   
 We will then make our way along the Sunset Scenic Route south (along the 
shore where possible) to Kincardine for the night (around 6 PM).  If we find it’s 
taking longer than expected then we will skip Southampton and head for Tiverton, 

and take the Sunset Scenic Route into Kincardine. 
 Once we’ve checked in and had a chance to relax, we’ll make our way to a restaurant for dinner.  After dinner one can 
walk Kincardine’s waterfront (another lighthouse) and stroll over to Victoria Park and enjoy the Scottish Pipe Band. 
 Sunday morning we’ll meet for breakfast and by 10 am head south along the water to Point Clark to visit one more 
lighthouse.  Hopefully we’ll have a chance for a group photo with the lighthouse and possibly a tour of the lighthouse as well. 
 From Point Clark we’ll weave our way to Bayfield and the Albion Hotel for lunch and the chance to stroll about the 
community.  And finally, make our way back to Sarnia by mid-afternoon. 
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